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1. Highest level meeting noon today reviewed yom^375 and re^m^aed 
basic course. Specific decisions follow: /* r\<. . c 




2. In response to your recommendation, General Harkins is hereby 
authorized to repeat to such Generals as you indicate the messages prgg 

previously transmitted Jjy CAS officers. He should stress that the USG 
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supports the movement to el im ina t e the Nhus from the government, but that 
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before arriving at specific understandings with the Generals, General 
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Harkins must know who are involved, resources available to them and 
overall plan for coup. The USG will support a coup which has good chano 
of succeeding but plans no direct involvement of U. S. Armed Forces. 
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Harkins should state that he is prepared to establish liaison with the coup 
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planners and to review plans, but will not engage directly in joint coup 
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3. Question of last approach to Diem remains undecided and 
separate personal message from Secretary to you develops our concerns 


and asks your comment.. 
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.. 4. On movement of U. S. forces, we do not expect to make any announce- 
ment or leak at present and believe that any later decision to publicize such 
movements should be closely connected to developing events on your side. We 
cannot of course pass: prevent unauthorized disclosures or speculation, but we will 
in any event knock down any reports of evacuation. 

5. You are hereby authorized to announce suspension of aid through Diem 
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Government at a time and under^c onditions of your choice. In deciding upon use of 
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this authority, you should consider importance of timing and managing ann o unc ement 

so as to minimize appearance of collusion with Generals, and also to m inim ize 

* . » 

danger of unpredictable and disruptive reaction by existing government. We also 
assume that you will not in fact use this authority unless you think it essential, and 
we see it as possible that Harkins 1 approach and increasing process of cooperation 
may provide assurance Generals desire. Our own view is that it will be best to 

hold this authority for use in close conjunction with coup, and not for present 
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encouragement of Generals, but decision is yours. 
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^ * 5^f^ es ^ -*- eve -- meeting noon today ^viewed vou*'» ~V5 and 
reaffirmed tesie eouraa. Speeificefec^i^Tiz^, . 




m ^ response to your recommendation, General Harkins is 
i?v!r e k y a<li, &hor:>.sed to repeat to such generals as you indicate 
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the NhUu from the Government, but that before arriy* •is. at 

specific understandings with the Generals, General Harkins 

52J* know wno are involved, resources available to them and 

P^ n £°* C ^P. The USG will support a coup which has 

S? n S ha ? ee < : i _ BUCCeed5 - n S hut plans no direct involvement 
or U.S. Arrnea Forces. Harkins should state that he is 

S«^?^ eQ -j C ° es h £ hlish liaison with the coup Planners and to 
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3» Question of lasu approach to Diem remains undecided and 

*[?. f P e ^ £ °~^ message from Secretary to you d eve loos our 
concerns and stakes ycur comment. 

-4. On movement of U.S. forces, we do not oroeet to make &r ? 
announcement or_ ^eak at present and believe' that anv later’ 
decision to publicise such movements should be closely 

fco developing events on your side* We cannot of co 

prevent unai-uhorised disclosures or speculation, but we i-r?vi • 

any event knock down any reports of evacuation? " 
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hereby authorised to announce suspension of AID 
through icera government at a time and under conditions of veu: 
choice, .in . deciding upon use of this authority, you should 

+« n *7°7 “ \ ' jTCi 2 QT ‘ caxi ce of timing and managing announcement so an 
to miniird.se appearance of. collusion w.ith generals, and also 
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to minimize danger- of unpredictable and disruptive reaction 
by existing government. We al3o assume that you will not 5-n 
fact use this authority unless you think it essential, and 
we see it as possible that Harkins* approach and increasing 
process of cooperation nay provide assurance generals desire. 
Our own vie?} is that it will be best to hold this authority 
for use in close conjunction with coup, and not for present 
encouragement 0 ? generals, but decision is yours. 
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